
Black Swan neck collars 

The collars look tight.  Aren’t they choking the birds?  

No. In winter, or during displays, the birds fluff out their neck feathers, which can
 give the collar the appearance of being ‘tight’. The neck collars are actually quite
 a loose fit on the swan’s neck and and are free to slip up and down during normal
 activities.  

Sometimes the collar sits up behind the head - is this a problem?  

No. Swans feed by ‘upending’ - reaching underwater for submerged weeds with
 their bottoms and feet up in the air.  During upending, the collar will sometimes
 slip down to behind the head and remain there for a minute or two until it slips
 back down to its normal position at the base of the neck as a result of gravity. 

Who can I contact for more information or to report sightings? 
Dr Raoul Mulder  Phone: 8344 6245  Email: r.mulder@unimelb.edu.au 

Dr. Patrick-Jean Guay   Email: p.guay@zoology.unimelb.edu.au   

Why do some swans have collars? 
We’re concerned about the effects of the 
drought on the swan population of Albert Park 
Lake. The numbered collars help us to track 
movement of individual birds and monitor 
their health. The collars enable us to identify 
birds from a distance without the need for 
capture.  We use black collars for males and 
white collars for females.  Collars also allow 
members of the public to identify and report 
sightings of Black Swans outside Albert Park 
Lake.  Preliminary sighting reports suggest that 
swans are nomadic and move between 
different wetlands in the Port Philip     Bay 
area. 
Neck collars have been extensively trialed
 and used safely on swans in Europe and
 North America for more than 50 years. 

The use of neck collars on the swans at Albert Park has been approved by the
 Animal Experimentation and Ethics Committee of the University of Melbourne, the
 Australian Bird and Bat Banding Scheme, the Department of Sustainability and
 Environment (Victoria), and Parks Victoria. 

Some examples of collared swans in North America 


